
What is faith? 
What is theology?
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It all begins with Jesus…

2

the reign of God is like…

3

“come, follow me”

4

a community of 
disciples

5

the first commandment

6



faith = loving relationship
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grace

8

resurrection and 
Pentecost

9

the Holy Spirit—the 
enlightener
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“handing on” Jesus and 
the emergence of 

scripture
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theology: 

“faith seeking understanding”
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1. faith = relationship
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2. faith = beliefs
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“sense of the faith” 
(sensus fidei)
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sources and elements

1. scripture 

2. tradition 

3. councils, creeds, 
doctrines 

4. theological classics 
and saints

5. experience (sensus 
fidelium) 

6. context 

7. background theories 

8. “praxis” 

9. community teaching 
authority (magisterium)
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1. scripture

17

2. tradition
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3. councils, creeds, 
doctrines
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4. theological classics 
and saints
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5. contemporary experience 
(sensus fidelium)
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6. context
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7. background theories
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8. “praxis”
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9. community teaching 
authority  

(magisterium)
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sources and elements

1. scripture 

2. tradition 

3. councils, creeds, 
doctrines 

4. theological classics 
and saints

5. experience (sensus 
fidelium) 

6. context 

7. background theories 

8. “praxis” 

9. community teaching 
authority (magisterium)
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the life of faith  
and  

studying theology 
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