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‘Wolves about their prey’: Intimacy and violence in Eyre’s expeditions. 

This paper explores the role of violence within the intimate microcosm of the colonial overland expedition. 
As in other imperial contexts, violence, and the threat of violence, was often used in a disciplinary fashion 
by European explorers in order to assert their control and authority over colonised subjects. Violence was 
also employed by Indigenous people as an assertion of agency, independence, and resistance, particularly 
by Indigenous intermediaries who often accompanied the explorers in the nineteenth-century. Through a 
focus on Edward Eyre’s explorations of southern and central Australia from 1837 to 1841, and his 
relationships with the young Aboriginal guides he attached to his expeditions – Cootachah, Joshuing, 
Neramberein, and Wylie - this paper will retrace the growing tensions between the expedition members, 
and the contribution of those tensions to the dramatic events that unfolded.   


