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Abstract: Though the aesthetics of Decadence of the 1880s and 1890s have often been associated with an
inward-looking dynamic, they were also shaped in oblique ways by wider developments in technology that
opened up new horizons in space and time. Thomas Hardy was knowledgeable about new sciences such as
astronomy, geology and photography, and his novels self-consciously internalize disjunctions in scale,
contrasting enclosed and insulated landscapes with vaster spatiotemporal vistas. Australia became a
significant discursive site within which Hardy projected these ideas, and he was particularly interested in the
work of Australian fiction writers Catherine Martin and “Tasma” (Jesse Couvreur). Because of the
unfortunate way in which literary history became institutionalized, particularly after political Federation in
1901, Hardy’s intellectual engagement with Australian culture has been neglected both by advocates of
English Literature and Australian Literature, whose agendas have more often been specifically nationalist in
their orientation. However, the character of Little Father Time in Jude the Obscure is said specifically to have
been born in Sydney, and this paper will consider ways in which Hardy’s fiction engages with conceptions of
time linked to Australia, and with planetary orbits in general, so as to expand the circumference of his art.
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