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Abstract: We study empty gestures in public space: their presence, their stigmatization, their
acceptance as well as ignorance and other practices related to them. In order to describe this
phenomenon, we apply the language of a number of well-known game theories (E. Berne, P.
Bourdieu, V. Turner) as well as formal game-theoretic models. We are particularly interested in
analyzing these strategies, which include broadly understood “pretense” and “disguise” (regarding:
facts, attitudes, values, actions, capitals). Our research has an empirical component embedded in
the study of a few particular social games which we distinguish, reconstruct and analyze (“green
responsibility” game; “being a professional” game; “beautiful life” game). In all of these games
individuals play to win social recognition and respect.
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